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Splendor of the East, “Where Dreams Begin”:  

“Curtain call brings an awe inspired audience to its feet!” 
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Council of Asian Pacific Americans  

proudly delivered an extraordinary  

“Splendor of the East 2015” 

 
 

On Friday, May 15, 2015, the Council of Asian Pacific Americans (CAPA) successfully hosted its 

popular annual signature event, the “Splendor of the East 2015” at the Ford Community & 

Performing Arts Center at 15801 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, MI  48126.  CAPA (www.capa-

mi.org) brings Asian Pacific Americans together with the community at large through our culture, 

education and community services. 

 

This year’s event theme:  “Where Dreams Begin”, was an exotic collaboration of music and dance, 

capturing diversity through fashion, wedding ceremonies, cultural courtship, traditions and cross-

cultural influences. It showcased the extraordinary talents from several different Asian Pacific 

American communities such as China, India, Japan, Kora, Philippines, Polynesia, Taiwan and the 

community at large. Where Dreams Begin, a celebration of love and wedding traditions, enticed 

everyone in attendance with the different traditional wedding outfits and customs and wedding 

dances that were both traditional and contemporary in composition and artistry. CAPA sincerely 

appreciates the outstanding efforts of its Art Director/ Production Manager, CAPA sponsors, 

choreographers and performers, the production staff, board members, and volunteers who 

contributed to the success of the Splendor of the East 2015.   

 

Distinguished guests and sponsors also attended the VIP reception for the Splendor of the East. At 

the VIP reception the Mayor of Dearborn, Mr. O’Reilly, the Counsel General of Japan, Mr. 

Katayama and State Representative Stephanie Chang addressed the guests, highlighting the 

important role CAPA plays in showcasing Asian cultural heritage and diversity every year to 

celebrate the Asian Pacific American Heritage month. The CAPA Education Committee announced 

the APA Scholars Award at the VIP reception. The three lucky students, Vincent Thieu from Troy 

High School, Anchita Sanam from Novi High School and Nina Cedro from the International 

Academy in Bloomfield Hills, received their awards at the reception and became part of the CAPA 

Youth Leadership Committee. 

  

The Asian Pacific American community in Michigan is growing in size and strength, contributing to 

the State’s economy, diversity and vitality.  CAPA’s signature events including the Splendor of the 

East continue to showcase the growing strength of the APA communities and their increasing 

contributions to the economy and society at large.  

 

Aneesa I. Rashid, CAPA President 

http://capa-mi.org/soe-2015-recap/
http://www.capa-mi.org/
http://www.capa-mi.org/


 

 

 

 

Local Reviews for the 

Splendor of the East 
 
  

 
- By the Filipino Star 

 

Toni Martinez, production manager of the Splendor 

of the East 2015, a cultural show presented every 

year by the Council of Asian Pacific Americans, 

had promised that this year’s version would be 

different from the past presentations.  

 

The show was indeed different in that it was more 

spectacular and colorful, but what distinguished 

this year’s edition was that it was cohesive and 

orderly. It focused on the East’s various wedding 

traditions, and this made the segments of the show 

connected nicely to each other. As a result, it was 

not only immensely entertaining but it was also 

educational.  

 

Another distinguishing element was the inclusion 

of two vocal numbers that showcased the 

outstanding singing and operatic talents of the 

performers. The show as an excellent theatrical 

work, and proved that with the fertile imagination 

of the producers and choreographers, cultural 

shows can be spectacular, colorful and gratifying. 

One portion, which was particularly colorful, was 

the fashion show showcased the sparkly, beautiful 

outfits of the East’s brides and grooms as well as 

the members of the bridal entourages.  

 

The show opened with a performance by the Nupur 

Dance Group that showed the audience some rituals 

marking Indian wedding celebration. This was 

followed by a vocal solo by Miss Misato Assimoto 

who sang a Japanese classic song entitled “One 

Beautiful Day.” Miss Assimoto is a talented singer 

with an operatic voice.  

 

The third segment was present by the Taiwanese 

group led by Sharon Dow. Titled “Double 

Happiness,” it portrayed a traditional Taiwanese 

marriage culture. The fourth segment was a 

Polynesian dance presented by the PACCM Hula 

Dance  Group.   It  was  made  memorable   by   the  

 

 

excellent  performance  of  Miss   Marissa   Orzame 

who  danced  a  Tahitian (Aparima)  routine.     The  

Korean group led by top choreographer Sun Mi 

Choi came next, presenting a dance number with a  

fast-pace tempo – Korean  Pop which is also known 

as Kpop. 

 

The PACCM entourage presented a number that 

focused on traditional Philippine wedding. It was 

capped by a well applauded vocal number by Fely 

Villegas who sang a classic Filipino love song 

entitled “Hanggang” (Always). The last East’s 

marriage rite was a Chinese royal wedding which 

was noted for the sparkling, elaborate costumes of 

the bride and the groom. This kind of wedding had 

its roots in the Tang Dynasty.  

 

The show was capped by the performance of the 

members of the Raion Taiko Drum Group who 

amazed the audience with the well orchestrated 

playing of a dozen drums with varying sizes. The 

simultaneous striking of the drums generated a fast-

paced music and showed the rare talents of the 

performers. 

 
- By Connie Loh    
 

I was invited to attend Splendor of the East for the 

first time this year. Wow, was I in for a delightful 

surprise!  If I could sum up the night in one word, it 

would be “splendid!” 

 

The night opened with a heavenly, dream-like 

expressive dance executed by talented dancer and 

lead choreographer, Sun Mi Choi. Intentional use 

of different colored lights spotlighted Sun Mi Choi 

as she pranced and leaped gracefully across the 

stage. Meanwhile, emcee and narrator for the 

evening, Jeanne Beau, kept the audience engaged 

and informed with a descriptive narrative of the 

program. 

 

A fashion show highlighting the traditional 

wedding attire of various Asian Pacific countries 

such as Taiwan, China, and the Philippines took us 

on a colorful, vibrant and inspiring journey, filled 

with bright red qi-pao’s (traditional Chinese dress) 

and Polynesian style sun dresses.  The models 

radiated with light as they debuted their outfits in  

 



 

 

  

 

front of a full house of enamored audience 

members. 

 

Sisters, Ingrid and Isabel Crant of the Windsor-

Essex Youth Choir, sang “Somewhere Over the 

“Rainbow” and ushered in the main course—a 

whimsical,  star-studded   show   of   dance  and  

music celebrating the diverse customs of love and 

marriage in Asia.  

 

The Nupur Dance Group was the first to present 

an energetic, jovial dance commemorating the 

traditional Indian wedding. The performance took 

us through the ancient rituals of welcoming the 

groom to the bride, the couple’s exchange of 

garlands, and the sharing of their love around a 

sacred, ceremonial fire.  

 

Misato Matsuda, a Japanese opera singer trained 

at the Aichi Prefectural University of Fine Arts and 

Music in Nagoya, gave a spectacular rendition of 

the infamous song, “One Beautiful Day,” from the 

opera, Madam Butterfly.  

 

Performances honoring the wedding culture of 

Taiwan, Polynesia, Korea , South America, and the 

Philippines followed. Ning Xue choreographed the 

final dance of the evening, a Royal Wedding taking 

place in the palace of ancient China. Chinese 

dancers clothed in traditional Tang Dynasty style 

dresses appeared to float across the stage in their 

long robes. Their long, elegant sleeves were twirled 

through the air, giving the impression of a graceful 

wind blowing strands of colorful ribbon to and fro.  

 

The evening ended with a thunderous performance 

led by Raion Taiko Drums. You could feel the 

room shake and the vibrations of the monstrous 

drums resonate through your body as the drummers 

simultaneously coordinated a harmony of 

percussion sounds throughout the auditorium. You 

could not help but feel drawn to the beats, as if the 

drums were pulling you closer and closer into a 

different world.  The final curtain call allowed the 

awe-inspired audience to give a standing ovation of 

appreciation to the Council of Asian Pacific 

Americans and all the organizations and volunteers 

who made the event possible.  Bravo to everyone 

for one splendid night! 

 

 

 

SOE 2015 Survey Results   
 

 
Splendor of the East 2015 survey was positive with 

higher satisfactions on many aspects. There was a 

ninety-two percent  satisfaction with the show and 

eighty four percent of the respondents were 

satisfied with the SOE 2015, eighty seven percent 

satisfaction with the location. Satisfaction with the 

ticketing process and price paid were a little lower. 

Eighty percent of the respondents had attended the 

event before and sixty seven percent would  

recommend the event to a friend or a colleague. All 

of them said that they would attend the event again, 

in the future. 

 

What did the respondents like?  

 Most of the respondents commented that they 

appreciate the multi-cultural show because it 

enhances their knowledge of diversity and gives 

them an appreciation of the various cultures.  

 They liked the event because their family is 

involved in it.  

 They like that the show is different each year. 

 

Where are the opportunities to do better?  

 Improve the VIP and general ticketing system and 

name badges. 

 The finale number did not live up to our guest’s 

expectations – they expected a grander finale 

number.  

 Make the event flyer more informative. 

 Add more cultural and awareness events.  

 Increase collaboration with other Asian-American 

organizations and invite more diverse groups to 

participate.   

 Increase awareness and advertising.  

 Schedule  the event on a Saturday or a Sunday, if 

possible. 

 

Testimonials: 
 

“Good people, good food, good show and all at a 

good price.  Why wouldn’t I go?  It also has a 

strong community vibe, which is lacking in our 

society.” 



 

 

 

 

SOE 2015 
VIP Reception 



 

 

 

 

SOE 2015 
Backstage 

 



 

 

 

  
 

Three students receive CAPA 

2015 scholarship awards  
 
 

The Council of Asian Pacific Americans(CAPA) 

presented last May 15 scholarship awards to three 

young students. They are Vincent Thieu of Troy 

High School, Anchita Sanam of Novi High School 

and Nina Cedro of the International Academy in 

Bloomfield Hills.  

 

CAPA handed the monetary grants during the VIP 

reception of the SOE at the Ford Community and 

Performing Arts in Dearborn, Michigan. CAPA 

President Aneesa Rashid and the education 

committee members handed over the awards. 

 

The education committee headed by Interim Chair 

Sarvesh Seshadri and committee members Arcie 

Gemino and Billie Belen concluded the selection of 

applicants for the 2015 scholarship awards at the 

Bloomfield township library on April 7, 2015.  

 

The applicants represented a diverse group of 

students from different high schools. They were 

required to submit their bio, scholastic achievements 

and records of community service. They were asked 

to respond to topics through narrative essays. They 

were interviewed and made to take an interactive 

project requiring skills in planning and execution 

and show of their leadership capabilities.  

 

Significant factors in the selection  process   besides   

academic   achievement included requiring  the  

applicants  to  choose  an  in-state college or 

university and rendering  community service through 

CAPA’s signature events.  

 

 

  

 
 

CAPA Launches partnership with 

Health and Wellness Expo  

 
The recently concluded Health and Wellness Expo 

sponsored  by the Philippine American Community 

Center (PACCM) and partnered by CAPA and other 

organizations successfully accomplished its mission 

to provide free health education and health screening 

services to  people in the Asian community. The 

program aligns with CAPA's mission to provide 

services through its Community Service Committee.  

 

The event took place on May 30'th at PACCM.  On 

hand to lend support to this community wide activity 

were President Aneesa Rashid, Vice-President 

Sarwat Azim , Community Service Committee chair 

Lavinia Mateo and board members Arcie Gemino 

and Becky Tungol 

 

Featured in the 5 hour long event were health 

screening checks on cholesterol, diabetes, blood 

pressure, EKG, massage therapy, bone density, 

carotid doppler, and self breast exam to name a 

few.   

 

A special feature was  the "Ask the Doctor " 

segment where patients were provided time to 

consult privately  Two designated physicians 

regarding personal health questions and  concerns   

 

A number of doctors, nurses, allied health health 

providers and volunteers contributed time and 

resources to put the fair together which benefited a 

number of people who otherwise would have paid 

for these services.  

 

 

http://capa-mi.org/health-and-wellness-expo/
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Council of Asian Pacific Americans (CAPA) 

>> Community 

 

CAPA to showcase  Asian 

cuisine in ‘Taste of Asia 

2015’ 

September, 2015 
 

“Taste of Asia,” hosted yearly by 

Council of Asian Pacific Americans 

(CAPA) to showcase Asian cuisine 

will be held in September.  

 

CAPA is planning something different 

this year, so look out for more 

information.  

 

Preparations for the event are now going on. Invitations will be sent out to CAPA’s 

friends, supporters and partner organizations. 
 

 

Please stay tuned for more information! 

 

CAPA  

Taste of Asia 
2015 
Is 
coming 
in  

September 

http://capa-mi.org/category/news
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>> Signature Event 

 

CAPA Statewide Asian 

Pacific Leadership Summit 

Saturday, October 10, 2015 
 

In collaboration with other member 

organizations, Council of Asian Pacific 

Americans will host the 13th 

Leadership Summit on October 10
th
. 

CAPA’s Annual Leadership Summit 

focuses on building bridges and 

fostering growth within the Asian 

Pacific American Community and 

other organizations to bring about a 

positive social and economic change.  

This is an excellent opportunity for Asian leaders from across Michigan to come face to 

face, network, build awareness and exchange ideas. 

 

We encourage the participation of all community organizations.  Please visit www.capa-

mi.org for more event details in the coming months. Email aneesa@capa-mi.org if you 

wish to be a partner organization or sponsor to this event. 
 

Please stay tuned for more information! 

 

CAPA 
2015  

Leadership 
Summit 
on  

October 10
th

  

http://capa-mi.org/category/news
http://capa-mi.org/category/news
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Asian Pacific Americans (APA) 

>> Community 

 

The Richard & Helen DeVos 

Japanese Garden – Opening 

to the public 

Saturday, June 13, 2015 

 
 

One of the most revered and deeply 

appreciated international garden styles,  

the 8-acre addition furthers the organization's dual mission of horticulture and sculpture. 

 

Tranquility, simplicity and beauty are the very essence of a Japanese garden. Fred and 

Lena Meijer had long appreciated the traditions and experiences of Japanese gardens. In 

2009, Fred Meijer articulated his and Lena’s shared love of Japanese gardens and asked 

about adding one to Meijer Gardens. The concept was born, planning began and 

construction commenced in 2012. 

 

 

US Citizenship Services -  

Naturalization Workshop  

Saturday, June 20, 2015 

    
 

Detroit New Americans Campaign 

(DNAC) is hosting a Naturalization 

Workshop.  SAAVI will offer free 

citizenship service in the event.  Email 

to Shama Mehta  (SAAVI) 

Shama.mehta7@gmail.com for details. 
 

Saturday, June 20, 2015 

10am – 2pm 

Sri Venkateswara Temple 

26233 Taft Rd., Novi, MI 48374 

 

    

http://capa-mi.org/category/news
http://www.meijergardens.org/attractions/japanese-garden/
http://capa-mi.org/us-citizenship-services/
mailto:Shama.mehta7@gmail.com
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Asian Pacific Americans (APA) 

>> Community 

 

Walkathon by Mai Family 

Services 

Saturday, June 21, 2015 

 
 

Come, celebrate Father’s Day with 

your family and friends.  Let’s 

walk to stop domestic violence. 

 

Saturday, June 21, 2015 

Kick-Off   11am 

Registration   10am 

Farmington Heritage Park 

24725 Farmington Road 

Farmington Hills, MI 48336 

 

Michigan Political 

Leadership Program  -

Application Due 

Friday, September 11, 2015 

 
 

Visit Michigan Political Leadership 

Program (MPLP) at Michigan State 

University (MSU) website for details: 

http://ippsr.msu.edu/mplp/. 

 

Application due on September 11, 2015 

Program Administrator, Linda Cleary 

Michigan State University 

Michigan Political Leadership Program 

509 East Circle Drive, Room 321 

East Lansing, MI 48824-1111 

     

    

http://capa-mi.org/category/news
http://capa-mi.org/walkathon-2015/
http://www.ippsr.msu.edu/mplp/
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Asian Pacific Americans (APA) 

>> Community 

 

DNAC partnered with Global 

Detroit for The Citizenship 

Ambassador Program 
 
 

Citizenship Ambassadors needed! 

 

The Citizenship Ambassadors 

Program is an effort to promote 

the benefits of citizenship, and to 

assist candidates in navigating the 

path to becoming citizens.   

 

 
 

 

 

Global Detroit – Looking for 

Cultural Ambassadors 
 

 

Give some time, build your city. 

 

Global Detroit is looking for new 

Ambassadors to join.  Sign up now, 

and have access to volunteer activities 

that give you a chance to help Detroit 

go global. 

 

 
 

     

    

http://capa-mi.org/category/news
http://www.globaldetroit.com/partner-initiatives/cultural-ambassadors/
http://www.globaldetroit.com/partner-initiatives/cultural-ambassadors/
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Asian Pacific Americans (APA) 

>> Community 

 

 

 

 

 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER ANNOUNCEMENT 

Felicia Escobar, 
President's Immigration Advisor, 

to Speak in Dayton 
 

  
 

The Welcoming Economies (WE) Global Network is thrilled to 
announce this year's keynote speaker: Felicia Escobar, White House 

Special Assistant to the President for Immigration Policy! 
 

REGISTER 

 

http://capa-mi.org/category/news
http://www.weglobalnetwork.org/registration/
http://www.weglobalnetwork.org/registration/
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Please visit the website: www.capa-mi.org for more information. 
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Diversity is our strength 

Please send us articles and/or events you would like to share. 

 Send us articles and/or share events  
events 
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